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Escondido Education COMPACT remains committed to developing and implementing community-wide 
programs to support youth; its original purpose was expand the education and career opportunities for 

youth and assist them in becoming contributing citizens in our community. Since its inception, Education COMPACT 
is committed to providing innovative youth development and youth workforce development programs that remain 
consistent with our original motto: “Creating Opportunities, Making Partnerships and Connecting Teens.” 

  COMPACT has been a successful WIA provider for the last 20 years; unfortunately we were not recommended 
for WIOA funding for the next funding cycle for FY 16-17.  I would like to take this opportunity to thank the San Diego 
Workforce Partnership (SDWP) for the years of funding afforded COMPACT to serve the 10s of 1,000s of youth in the 
North County. This funding made it possible for COMPACT staff to help youth achieve their dreams, change their lives 
and begin careers. Over the 20 years, COMPACT has built partnerships throughout North County that created a safety 
net for youth that are often overlooked, judged or written off. COMPACT youth have become leaders and shining 
stars, often highlighted in the Partnership’s own publications, trainings, conferences and meetings.  

 The funding we received from the SDWP made this work easier and for that my Board, staff and I are grateful. 

Over the 20 years COMPACT has represented the San Diego Workforce Partnership well by outperforming in our 

performance monitoring, by being good stewards of the funding provided, by duplicating the impact of those funds 

within our community through our partnerships, and by never having findings in our Outside Audits.  COMPACT 

services and staff cannot be matched and we hold our head high knowing that we continue to make a difference each 

day for the youth and families we work with.  

 The SDWP will contract with COMPACT to provide carry-in or follow-up services to WIOA youth currently 

enrolled and help them achieve success and build their career transition. Additionally, we have partnered with the 

SDWP and South Bay Community Services to apply for a Department of Labor grant focused on in-school youth 

interested in Careers in Justice (including EMT, fire and law enforcement). COMPACT will also continue to provide 

School-to-Career services in Escondido; which will consist of Career Days, Job Shadow Day, supporting the EUHSD 

Career Tech’s in work ready training as well as service learning/community service/youth leadership. COMPACT with 

its over 30 partners and an employer network of at least 500, will continue to identify funding opportunities 

collaboratively. 

 I’ll end by saying that COMPACT is a strong organization, with almost 27 years of history in providing quality 

services to youth and we are confident that this legacy will continue.  COMPACT has kicked off its annual fundraising 

campaign “It starts with $1”!  We encourage all that have worked with COMPACT in the past to share information 

about our amazing organization!  At the end of this newsletter, you will find more information about how your 

donations can help.  See what your dollars can do!  Thanking you in advance for your continued support and 

collaboration!  

From the Executive Director — Patricia Huerta — 

Creating  Opportunities,  Making  Partnerships  and  Connecting Teens 

Peace,  Patty Huerta 
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In-School Youth:   

 Our youth are working diligently to achieve their academic, career, and personal goals.  Several youth 
have successfully completed a paid internship in their career pathway and three youth have been hired by their 
internship site!  Youth in the program have expressed that they have learned valuable skills at their internship 
sites.  They are ecstatic to be able to add this experience to their professional resume.  Our youth are 
continuously attending tutoring sessions, career exploration/ONET workshop, work readiness training, Job Club 
and test taking skills workshops.  They have also had the opportunity to partake in youth leadership events and 
college field trips and were excited to expand their leadership skills and learn how higher education can help 
them succeed.  Our youth have been inspired to transition to post-secondary education and are making 
remarkable progress towards attaining their high school diploma or high school equivalency certificate.  We are 
proud of all the youth’s accomplishments and look forward to their continued success.  

-Cynthia Macedo, In School Case Manager 

Out-of-School Youth:  
 Serving the out-of school population involves working with youth to overcome some of the barriers that 
they have struggled with for the majority of their lives. Many of our youth struggle with issues such as: meeting 
transportation needs, lacking work experience and career goals, dealing with family instability, inability to meet 
childcare needs, lacking adequate food and clothing, and lacking academic support. 
 The complex intersection of these barriers was one of the major factors which led many of these youth 
to drop out of high school.  In the case of one of my students, these barriers and dealing with health issues led to 
her dropping out of high school.  Not only did this youth struggle with being basic skills deficient when she first 
enrolled at COMPACT, she also struggled with meeting transportation needs, having no work experience, lacking 
the means to pay for work attire and equipment, and struggling with low self-esteem.  We were able to help her 
gain first time work experience by placing her in one of our paid internships at the San Diego Children’s 
Discovery Museum.  This experience—as well as the work readiness training we provided for her—later assisted 
her in obtaining part-time employment at a local establishment. Her educational goal—of passing the HiSET 
exam and earning her equivalency certificate—was the biggest and most challenging.  This student has since 
stated that if it had not been for the daily tutoring sessions offered at COMPACT, she does not know how she 
would have achieved this goal.  Throughout her enrollment in the program, she also became extremely involved 
with the Regional Leadership Conference where she led student workshops.  Most recently, she participated in 
the College is for Me event at CSUSM by being a part of the student panel—where she was able to answer 
audience questions, talk about her first-semester experience at Palomar Community College, and provide 
motivation to future college students. This student represents the impact we have on many of the out-of-school 
youth who enroll with us.  I look forward to helping other out-of-school students overcome their barriers in 
similar ways. 

 

-Daniel Torres, Out-of-School Case Manager  

PROGRAM  UPDATE 
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Recovery and Re-Engagement of Youthful Offenders:   
 Education has always been a priority we instill into the minds of our youth in the Recovery and Re-
Engagement program.  The population we work with has a multitude of barriers that they face on a daily basis 
including homelessness, gang affiliation or involvement, lack of transportation, unemployment, a history of 
school failure, among various others such as lack of child care and a lack of positive support system.  This was the 
case of one of our Oceanside youth when he was first enrolled.  COMPACT provided the youth with monthly bus 
passes so he could attend work readiness training and the tutoring necessary to reach his educational goals.  He 
came faithfully every Thursday to complete his career portfolio and for tutoring sessions in preparation for his 
HiSET (high school equivalency) exams.  He was also given a work experience opportunity through a paid 
internship at the Smart & Final in Oceanside.  Once he was ready for testing, COMPACT covered the testing fees.  
Regardless of the barriers he faced, he was able to successfully complete his internship and receive his California 
High School Equivalency Certificate.  He’s planning on enrolling in college this coming fall and we will be excited 
to help him transition into this new chapter of his life.     

-Hector Miramontes, R&R Case Manager 

Vocational Counseling and Internships: 

 The school year is almost over.  We are assisting our youth to transition from high school/adult school to 
post secondary.  We are also providing employment services for those youth interested in permanent 
employment in their career of choice.  Many of our youth are also in the process of completing Healthcare 
Career Fundamentals and the Automotive Technology classes.  Students in these classes are also in the process 
of transitioning to the next level of higher education and or advance technical training. The first day for our 
summer Certified Nurse Assistant class in collaboration with Escondido Adult School is scheduled for June 13 and 
runs through August 9.  The students in our Automotive Technology class and Healthcare Careers Fundamentals 
classes are working closely with North County Educational Opportunity Center staff to enroll at Palomar College 
and or MiraCosta College. Most youth working in paid internships are done with their hours or are close to 
completing.         -Oscar Lopez, Vocational Counselor 

North County Youth Career Network…Cont’d 

NCYCN youth participated in various leadership and college events.  
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The first ever College Is for Me Conference took place on Saturday, 

April 30 at CSUSM and was a huge success! Over 300 people 

participated in the conference. Students and parents were given a 

unique -opportunity to learn exactly why higher education is 

important and gained a better understanding of how a 

nontraditional student can thrive in a college setting. The keynote 

speech by Dr. Ruttanatip "Dang" Chonwerawong, Associate Vice 

President of Student Academic Support Services, was both inspiring 

and heartwarming. “Aim high”, she told students on Saturday, “but 

don’t fly solo.” She encouraged each and every person there to 

seek guidance on their journey to higher education.  Students were coming up after and talking about how glad 

they were to have heard her speak. Former COMPACT student and CSUSM alumni Jessica Hinojosa and current 

COMPACT and Palomar College student Linda Cifuentes both spoke on the student panels about the barriers 

they faced in their education and how they have worked to overcome them. “There is always someone willing to 

help you”. Linda Cifuentes told student and parent participants. “ I think that is what has propagated this idea of 

the American dream and why so many of our parents have migrated here to begin with, because there is 

opportunity if you want to find it, opportunity to link up with people that are able and willing to help you 

navigate through the unknown, that is what COMPACT was for me, and now I am in college”.  Special thanks to 

Kheng Waiche, Early Proficiency Programs Coordinator and Instructor at CSUSM for helping COMPACT be part of 

such an impactful event.  

North County Youth Career Network 

COMPACT students, Jessica Hinojosa and Linda 
Cifuentes at the College is for Me! conference. 

During the month of April we took students to Palomar 

College, Mira Costa College, San Diego State University and 

California State University San Marcos for tours and 

admissions presentations in order to give them more information 

about what is needed to get into each college and how they can 

transfer from a 2 year college to a 4 year university. At California 

State University San Marcos the students were able to sit it on a 

lecture and get a feel for what it’s like to be in a college course. 

Students were given the opportunity to see what life on each 

campus was really like and to discover where they might one day 

feel at home. For many of the youth that attended these events, 

this was their first time on any college campus. After attending both events, Jenna Martinez remarked, “I really got 

a good look into what college is about. It made me a lot less nervous.” Jenna is now setting her sights on attending 

California State University San Marcos.      

—LeAnne Lazar, WIOA Special Projects Coordinator  
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Literacy/Numeracy 
Literacy /Numeracy - Tutoring 
We are always looking for innovative ways to enhance and improve upon the educational services we offer our 
youth.  Last quarter we expanded the days where individual, group and subject specific tutoring services are 
offered.  In a recent survey 88.24% reported that they would like to see COMPACT provide evening tutoring 
sessions and so starting next week, by popular demand COMPACT will be extending its tutoring hours so that our 
working/parenting youth can take advantage of the service and continue to push toward their educational goals.  
 

Literacy /Numeracy - CASAS Basic Skills Testing 
Since the start of the program year 60 youth have made a CASAS gain, meaning that they have not only tested a 
whole grade level above their initial basic skills assessment at the beginning of the program but they have also met 
the tutoring requirements required to take the post-test.  Each of these youth have achieved anywhere from 60-
100 tutoring hours.  
 

Literacy /Numeracy – GED/HiSET Testing 
Likewise since the beginning of the program year 27 youth have already received their high school equivalency 
certificate via the GED or HiSET and another 20 are a mere test or two away from joining them in becoming high 
school graduates. These youth have overcome extraordinary obstacles to achieve this feat including lack of 
transportation, childcare, stable housing, steady income not to mention the countless hours of studying that they 
needed to put in to receive these scores, especially as a good portion of our youth didn’t make it past freshman 
year in high school. 
 

We are very proud of these youth and 
their accomplishments! We realize that 
their educational careers haven’t always 
been marked with success and we 
applaud their dedication and hard work! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

-Mirjana Rodriguez, Literacy/Numeracy Specialist 

North County Youth Career Network…Continued 

 

NCYCN BIKE PROGRAM 
We have two new graduates of the Bike Mechanics program!  Both Kyle and 
Andrew have passed their 8 page final exam with flying colors!  The two graduates 
have been working hard on finishing all their internship hours.  They have been 
getting well acquainted with Hidden Valley Bike shop and our new storage 
unit.  We have four graduates now and more in the pipeline.  We have also given 
away several refurbished bikes to a few very deserving students.  Our mechanics 
are working hard to fix all of the bikes in our stock, so look for more bike give-
aways in the future.  

-Nick Walsh, Career Pathway Developer 

Ricardo C. and his family have been part of the 
“COMPACT Family” for many years.  After several 

attempts, he received his GED (high school 
equivalency).  He proudly shared his 

accomplishment with us!  Congrats to Ricardo for 
not giving up until he achieved his education goal! 
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Communities of Excellence in: 

1) Nutrition Education,  2) Obesity Prevention and,  3) Physical Activity 
 

 

Our CX3 students have been working with local stores in Escondido to set up a partnership to make their store a 
healthier vendor.  CX3 youth assessed the variety of healthy food choices, as well as the quality and prices of the 
items offered.  The youth surveyed both the 99cent store and Garden Pick Market which are both located on Ash 
St.  After meeting with the owners, the youth have decided to work with the Garden Pick Market.  They’ve been 
communicating with the store owner and doing their research with a Healthy Retail Specialist from the County of 
San Diego. In the months to come, the youth group will make several healthy changes to Garden Pick Market. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CX3 Youth Leaders were the 2016 recipients of  the Live 
Well San Diego 2016 Public Health Champion award. They 
were recognized for all their great work in the Mission 
Park area of Escondido. Three of the youth leaders were 
able to go down to San Diego and receive the award.  

 

—by Alexandra Murillo,  Youth Development Specialist 

COMPACT Youth Development Specialist, 
Alexandra Murillo and CX3 Youth Leaders accepted 

the Public Health Champion Award on behalf of 
COMPACT on Friday, April 8, 2016. 

Pictured left to right: Nick Macchione, HHSA 
Director, Arturo Velasco, Carolina Flores, Sandy 

Velasco, Alexandra Murillo, Chuck Matthews,   
HHSA North County Regions Director. 
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In the spring of 2016 there were nutrition education classes at various locations including Calworks MHS, Mission 

Middle School, Silvercrest Senior Residence, Neighborhood Healthcare, and the Girls Rock Program at Hidden Valley 

Middle School.  In 2016, there have been 663 non-repeated participants that have attended a nutrition education of 

at least 30 minutes and another 474 that have received nutrition information from the educator.  Upcoming events 

include another Girls Rock group, Harvest of the Month at the Mission Middle School Community Garden, and 

continuing the Mission Middle School Food Distribution among other events.  The large number of participants that 

have attended nutrition education classes offered through our various partners, clearly demonstrates the interest 

and value the community has for this program. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Danny Barajas, NEOP Nutrition Educator 

Calworks MHS - We conducted a nutrition class for 

CalWorks participants focused on building a balanced 

meal by reading the food labels and by using the 

MyPlate recommendations.  By the end of the class, 

the participants were able to identify foods with high 

amounts of fat, cholesterol, or sodium.  They also 

learned why the number of servings per container is 

important and how to avoid overeating.  At the end of 

the class we encouraged them to read the labels on the 

foods they buy at their grocery store and compare 

them to make healthier decisions. 

Neighborhood Healthcare Senior Group - We taught a 

nutrition class to a group of senior citizens at 

Neighborhood Healthcare.  We discussed the 

importance of trying different foods and ensuring they 

eat enough vegetables and fruits because of their 

nutritional properties.  We focused on building a 

healthy and balanced meal using the MyPlate 

recommendations and encouraged physical activity for 

heart health.  The lesson included a fruit and vegetable 

bingo game which they really enjoyed and at the end of 

the lesson we had them make fruit and yogurt parfaits 

as a healthy snack for them to eat. 

Mission Middle School Food Distribution -                    

Our partnership with the Smart Food Foundation has 

made a positive impact in the community by bringing 

252 bags of food to distribute on a monthly basis.  With 

each bag containing 40 meals, the total number of 

meals handed out per month is over 10,000.  We look 

forward to continuing our efforts to bring nutrition 

education and food security to the community. 

Food Distribution at Mission Middle School. 
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Helping Hands students organized their 

annual Senior Senior Prom for senior 

citizens at the Park Avenue Community 

Center.  The theme was 1950’s diner!  The 

students choreographed a dance to “Do You 

Love Me” by The Contours and performed it 

for guests.  Also, at the prom there was a 

fun photo booth, root beer floats and 50’s 

decorations from wall to wall.  The students 

and seniors danced enthusiastically as it is the biggest intergenerational event of the year. The students spent the 

last three months preparing for this event.  Long hours of decoration making and practicing their dance routine all 

paid off.  The Helping Hands students even made corsages and boutonnieres for all the guests to make it a special 

night.  It is the student’s favorite event of the year and they are very happy with how successful it was.  Big thanks 

to everyone in attendance and to Park Avenue Community Center for another successful Senior Senior Prom! 

-Alexandra Murillo, Youth Development Specialist 

 

 

CAREER DAYS 
There’s only one more Middle School Career 

Day left in our 2015-2016 circuit.  Around 3,000 youth have been 

impacted so far in Bear Valley, Rincon, Del Dios, and Hidden Valley 

Middle Schools. They have been exposed to the fields of Recreation, 

Healthcare, Social Services, Art, Law, Law Enforcement, Military, Art, 

Music, Engineering, and Designing.  The next Career Day is coming up 

in May at Mission Middle School. 
 

WORK READINESS WORKSHOPS 

We have officially finished our On Campus Work Readiness Series at the San Pasqual, Escondido, Orange 

Glen, and the Valley High School Campus. Over 200 high school students have gone through the training, 

completed their career portfolio and are able and ready to continue their job search process!  

-Mirjana Rodriguez, Education Outreach Specialist 
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Over the last two months the Drug Free Communities (DFC) youth advocates developed a public 
service announcement or PSA for the 420 Remix Video Contest. The students selected the theme, 
How Marijuana Impacts Future Goals.  Film production was done over the course of three DFC 
youth meetings. The movie starred the DFC Youth Chair and another youth leader who is very 
involved. The students wrote, starred in and produced a video chronicling the lives of two brothers, 

one who uses and one who doesn’t use marijuana. The video ends with the powerful message that, “82% of 
Escondido High School Freshmen have never smoked marijuana, be a part of that crowd.”  The students felt that the 
video would be most impactful if it ended on a positive note. The 30 second PSA won 3rd place in a county-wide 
contest and the students were rewarded with $100 in prize money!  We are beyond proud of them!! 
 
Following the success of the Escondido Marijuana Dispensary Ban Ordinance, 
residents living in unincorporated areas are looking for ways to prevent 
marijuana dispensaries in their communities.  Because portions of Escondido are 
unincorporated the DFC team is working with various community partners to 
protect unincorporated Escondido. Three of the members of the DFC leadership 
team along with the DFC Youth Chair met with Supervisor Dave Roberts to 
discuss extending the ban to unincorporated areas.  The team was able to 
discuss the growing problem of marijuana use among teens, including a youth 
who was recently caught with drugs obtained from a dispensary.  The group was 
able to frankly debate barriers to an outright ban and provide rebuttals to all of 
the Supervisor’s concerns.  After the meeting with Supervisor Dave Roberts the 
Board of Supervisors voted to extend a temporary moratorium on opening new 
marijuana dispensaries in the unincorporated areas of the County, until they are able to develop a set of guidelines 
and controls.  
 

DFC Youth Advocates and their prize! 

 

 

Safe Routes to School has participated in many community events. This year’s Peace Begins with Me celebration had 
some very special moments.  One in particular was where we helped bring joy to a family who attended the 
event.  Earlier this year, COMPACT’s Safe Routes to School program received a generous donation of brand new 
bicycles and helmets.  For Martha Rodriguez’s family, they were unaware that coming to the community event would 
be an opportunity for her girls to receive a brand new bike.  As Martha Rodriguez mentioned on Facebook, “My girls 
have wanted a new bike, since they outgrew theirs.  Today I took 
them to the community event at Grape Day Park, and this 
happened!...Yes they each won a bike!!! How crazy is that!!! They 
are so happy!”  

It is such a wonderful opportunity to be able to bridge the needs of 
the community and connect them with resources.  Now, they can 
safely ride to and from school.  The goal for the Safe Routes to 
School program is to increase the number of students in Escondido 
who walk and bike to school. As well as to engage community 
members in SRTS activities and to increase their capacity to serve as 
advocates for safety on the routes to and from schools.  Lastly, to 
increase the number of students and parents who report feeling safe 
on their way to and from school.  We’re glad to have contributed to 
achieving these goals in our community! 

Safe Routes to School          —Michelle Suarez, Safe Routes to School Engagement Coordinator 

Happy bike winners! 
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As we near the end of the school year, we are happy to report that we 
have successfully run an almost fully staffed Crossing Guard Program.  
We even have one afternoon crossing guard substitute and most 
recently in April, we hired and trained a new morning substitute.  The 
one location that the S²MART Streets Collaborative decided to not cover 
with Crossing Guards was Ash and Sheridan because the City of 
Escondido installed street calming measures at this intersection.  In 
addition, we were notified by City Engineers that the signal light for this 
intersection is scheduled to be installed in the next 6-8 months!  We are 
very excited to see that our efforts on the Traffic Management Project 
List through S²MART Streets are being completed. 

On May 26th, COMPACT will have a staff development and recognition 
event for all staff and we will recognize our crossing guards for their 
dedication to the students in Escondido.  We are currently working with 
the District to identify what the Crossing Guard contract will look like 
for the upcoming school year.  

 

 

Crossing Guards      —Yesenia Martinez, Special Projects Liaison 

 

 
 

The Intergenerational component of Safe Routes, attended Peace Begins with Me at Grape Day Park, which 
celebrates the season of Non-Violence.  Our volunteers participated by painting Sun Catchers with the children in 
attendance.  It was a big success, and the kids had a great time.  The volunteers also provided helmet and bicycle 
safety to parents and children in preparation for Bike to School Month in May.  

On Cesar Chavez Day, we attended an event at Silver Crest Senior Residence.  The volunteers played a few games of 
Bingo, and painted picture frames with the seniors.  This was also a great opportunity to try and recruit senior 
volunteers for our intergenerational component.  For Senior Senior Prom, a couple of intergenerational volunteers 
joined our Helping Hands students to put on a 50’s themed dance for senior citizens in Escondido.  Our volunteers 
helped run the photo booth alongside our youth.  Furthermore, our volunteers were able to help the high school 
youth learn some of the dancing steps from the 50’s rock and roll.  We were able to promote our intergenerational 
volunteer program to all those seniors that attended.  

—Mary Pena, SRTS Intergenerational Coordinator 

Safe Routes to School — Intergenerational Component 

Parent and students cross safely at the 
Lincoln and Broadway intersection. 

SAFETY TIP OF THE MONTH 

If you have students that walk to and from school along El Norte Parkway,             

please encourage them to use the sidewalks and identified crosswalks.                    

Make sure students stay out of the middle of the road or center divide!  
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GUIDING GOOD CHOICES (GGC) 
 We have had much success with another CalGRIP component.  Guiding Good Choices is a parenting workshop that 

was developed as a prevention program aimed at parents with children ages 9-14. This is a research based program 

that was developed by Dr. J. David Hawkins and Dr. Richard F. Catalano of the University of Washington.  In this 5-

session workshop parents learn how to increase family bonding, improve parent-child communication, and ultimately 

teaches parents how to decrease the probability of their kids from using drugs/alcohol. Our most recent completed 

class took place at Valley High School which included 16 parents and we are close to wrapping up another session at 

Del Dios Academy of Arts & Science with 15 parents. Your donations help us purchase workbooks and supplies for this 

very important program. For more information regarding Guiding Good Choices or to request at class near you please 

contact Escondido Education COMPACT.  
-Eric Cruz, Diversion Case Manager  

 

GIRLS ROCK- 
The Girls Rock group kicked off its new 8-week series in April at Del Dios Academy.  Students as always, are ROCKING 

IT! So far Girls Rock participants have learned about self-esteem, leadership, anger management and got an exclusive 

tour of Escondido Police Department by Officer S. Grissler.  A special thank you to K9 Officer Sinnott and Officer Lunt 

for showing us how dedicated our K9 dogs are to the City of Escondido.  With only a few weeks left in the school year, 

Girls Rock students still have a lot to cover.  Both Del Dios Academy and previous Hidden Valley Middle School Girls 

Rock students, have begun their community service project by collecting personal hygiene items for women in need at 

their school site.  We are also very excited for the Diversion Program end of the year awards celebration taking place 

in June, at the Escondido Police Department.  The awards celebration will honor both Girls Rock students and F.I.T. 

students who have made improvements at school and are creating positive changes in our communities. As the school 

year ends, we look forward to more Girls Rock adventures in the summer that will empower young girls in our 

community.  
-Jamie Valerio Figueroa, Gender Specific Case Manager 

Guiding Good Choices graduates at Valley High School and Del Dios Academy! 
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Continued from Page 11 

 

CANNABIS ABUSE PROJECT— Youth participants are giving us rave reviews for the Cannabis Abuse Project. 

CAP is a 6 week program for high school students who are regular users of marijuana. One youth who completed 
the program told the facilitator, Agner Medrano, that his cousin had a marijuana habit. The boy had been 
encouraging his cousin to attend CAP because it had helped him get sober and thought the cousin could also. The 
cousin never took him up on the offer. However a few weeks later, the cousin was arrested on his school campus 
for being in possession of marijuana. The school referred him to CAP. When he showed up for his first meeting, he 
was met by his cousin who had completed CAP. He came to support his cousin and he brought donuts to share 
with the group!!! We take that as an endorsement of the effectiveness of the program. And now the two can serve 
as a support system to each other which is vital for recovery.  
 
 

JUVENILE DIVERSION— One of the many great COMPACT 

partners, is University of San Diego School of Law. USD law students 
not only volunteer in our Youth Court Program as mentors to our 
youth attorneys, but they also offer the SMART Program. The 
SMART program is held at COMPACT two or three times a year. This 
program seeks to provide youth with the tools to set goals and 
select positive role models so they may make better decisions in the 
future, hopefully deterring youth from a cyclical life of crime. They 
cover topics such as healthy relationships, know your rights, and 
goal setting. This school year, 14 law students volunteered in the 
Youth Court program! COMPACT is grateful that these busy law 
students still find time to give back to the community and our youth. 

 

FAMILY INTERVENTION TEAM (FIT)— Over Spring Break, the FIT program took a break from regular 

programming to have some just plain fun! Our team took the Middle School boys to the beach for a day of fun in 

the sun. They buried each other in the sand, played in the water and enjoyed their time together. It was great to 

see them be able to act like typical 12 or 13 year old boys, instead of feeling the pressure to “act tough” that they 

sometimes feel in their neighborhood.  

The high school group had an outing to Kit Carson Park. Hector Morales, from Emmanuel Faith Community Church, 
joined the team for a game of Over The Line. Most of the boys had never played the game, and had a great time 
learning. After the game and a little lunch, they explored the park on a nature hike. The boys learned how to have 
a great time doing positive activities in their own community. Special thanks to Hector for helping make the day a 
success.  Your donations to COMPACT can help more boys who are at risk of joining a gang experience these types 
of life changing activities.  
 

 

-Mary Anne Dijak, Manager of Prevention and Intervention Services 

Mary Anne Dijak recognized USD Law Students for 
their volunteer work with Escondido Youth Court. 
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Every dollar makes a difference!  Your tax deductible donation will be used to support the youth                 
in your community.  The following are examples of how your contributions may be used. 

 

 

COMPACT is dedicated to providing our youth with the opportunity to work on projects that can help them 

better their community while learning leadership skills. 

…A contribution of $25 can buy a month of gardening supplies for the school/community garden at Mission     

Middle School. 

   

Escondido Youth Court allows first time youth offenders to be represented by teen attorneys and given a verdict  

by a teen jury. Each offender is provided with an adult mentor or case manager who provides support.  

…A donation of $25 provides Youth Court with a month of program supplies 

 

Youth struggle to find transportation to school, work, tutoring sessions and beneficial workshops. Escondido  

Education COMPACT provides students opportunities to access transportation while also gaining independence.  

…A gift of $60 will provide a COMPACT youth with a monthly bus pass 

 

Escondido Education COMPACT provides our Work Readiness Students professional work and/or interview  

clothing, school supplies and day planners. 

…A contribution of $200 can give a student these supportive services. 

 

COMPACT provides our youth tutoring service in order to pass the High School Equivalency tests. We also pay 

their testing fees in order to ensure each student is successful. 

…With a donation of $315 we can purchase HiSet and GED study materials and pay testing fees for 2 students.  

 

COMPACT provides our youth tutoring service in order to pass the High School Equivalency tests. We also pay 

their testing fees in order to ensure each student is successful. 

…With a donation of $315 we can purchase HiSet and GED study materials and pay testing fees for 2 students.  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS REPORT Escondido Education COMPACT 

Creating Opportunities, Making Partnerships and Connecting Teens 
 

Escondido Education COMPACT is committed to developing and 

implementing community-wide programs to support youth.  Its 

purpose is to expand the education and career opportunities for 

students and assist them in becoming contributing citizens                 

in our community. 

Escondido Education COMPACT                                        

    220 South Broadway  

Escondido, CA 92025 

Phone (760) 839-4515  Fax (760) 738-6076 

www.educationcompact.org 

The funding COMPACT receives through grants does not allow us to provide youth with healthy snacks 

during meetings and tutoring. 

…A donation of $400 allows us to provide a month of healthy snacks for all after school COMPACT youth 

meetings, trainings and workshops 

 

Each year Escondido Education COMPACT teaches 5 Guiding Good Choices classes. These are 5 week long 

parenting classes taught in both English and Spanish to parents with children ages 9-14.  

…A donation of $480 can provide a year’s worth of workbooks for Guiding Good Choices  

 

Escondido Education COMPACT strives to provide our students with opportunities they might not otherwise 

have. Each year we take youth on college tours, to museums and to conferences. 

…A gift of $600 can rent a 50 passenger bus for life changing field trips  

 

Providing youth with new experiences and opportunities is one of the top priorities at Escondido Education 

COMPACT  

…A contribution of $1025 could send one youth leader to the National Youth Leaders Initiative hosted by the 

Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America 

 

COMPACT provides Work Readiness Students with the opportunity to work a paid internship in their chosen 

career field allowing them to gain valuable work experience.  

…An investment of $1400 will provide one student with a paid 120 hour internship   

 

The amazing work that is done at COMPACT would not happen without staff who care about each and every 

youth that comes through our doors.  

…A gift of $50,000 can provide a year of salary and benefits for a program Case Manager 

No contribution is too big or too small. 
Please visit www.educationcompact.org 


